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Nancy Freeman Patchen : Journey of a Master: Swami Chinmayananda  before purchasing it in order to gage 
whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Journey of a Master: Swami Chinmayananda: 

2 of 2 people found the following review helpful. The Definitive Swami GiBy Sandy PennyNancy Freeman spent 
years living in India in the Ashrams with Swami Chinmayananda. She has written the definitive biography of his work 
and travels. Her insights come from close contact and a love and admiration for Swami Gi, as he was known to his 
followers. She honors the people of India and the land and brings spiritual illumination to the mission of this amazing 
holy man. "His life represents a model of one who pursues a goal with concentrated dedication; thereby demonstrating 
in his own life the secrets of success that he shares with others." Patchen, Nancy Freeman (2013-08-28). Journey of a 
Master: Swami Chinmayananda (Kindle Locations 100-101). No one could have written a more intelligent, insightful 
and loving story than this. Nancy puts Swami Gi's life into a spiritual context, illustrating how he lived his beliefs and 
walked his path in integrity with a pure heart. She uses satires to lighten the story and keep the reader grounded. If you 
are interested in the life of a modern-day holy man, I highly recommend this book. It is deep and wise and well worth 
the read.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. GoodBy HomeboyI read the kindle edition.Nicely written, 
flows well. Can do with a bit of good editing - there are some minor factual slips that could've been prevented. For e.g. 
The author claims that the swami met Sri ramana Maharishi a second time in 1952. Sri Ramana attained mahasamadhi 
in 1950.Also, the book starts off with episodes of swami's spiritual life (when he was in his twenties) and returns to 
cover his childhood only later. Not sure why this is so. Chronological narration would've been better.All the same, you 
get to read about the relentless karma yogi that the swami was and how he went after his goals despite setbacks. 4 
stars!0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Divinely and true spiritual EnlightmentBy HarykaI am only 
half way so far , and it is spiritually enlightening. Having being born and brought up in India, I could totally connect to 
the places described , all the natural wealth India has to offer.Even for people who are not familiar with Indian 
spiritual and mythological growth, this book has done justice in clearly explaining it even the Sanskrit terms. This 
book will have a positive impact on you in all walks of life , it is inspiring and enlightening .The journey of this Great 
Guru will touch your souls , leaves you enchanted

This biography Swami Chinmayananda (1916-1993) is for anyone who wants to get a perspective of a different 
mindset and a unique way of life. In telling the story of one master’s training and evolution in the Himalayas and his 
subsequent mission to his countrymen, the author enlightens you on the essence of India’s culture, philosophy and 
religion. His story will surely educate you, inspire you, and broaden your horizons of the meaning of life.The Swami 
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spent five years in the Himalayas under the tutelage of two incredible Masters of live, as different as day and night. 
Although both were scholars of the scriptures, their manifestation was unique. One was an incredible streak of light 
and energy who traveled India teaching, then created a huge ashram center to serve all of humanity. The other was a 
quiet contemplative recluse who sang inspirational songs and taught only a few students.Swami Chinmayananda 
appeared on the scene at an appropriate time in Indian history. The British had just left the country with no one trained 
to take the helm of State. The British had taken all the top government positions. In addition, they had curtailed any 
industrial development; the Empire was about having consumers for British products. The Indians had lost their 
moorings: economically, spiritually and personally. To these countrymen, beaten down by 150 years of British rule, 
repression and slavery, the Swami gave a message of hope. He worked relentlessly for about 40 years to bring about a 
spiritual revival in India and abroad. His unique style and logical approach was appreciated by everyone from college 
students to bankers to priests—both Hindu and Christian.By teaching directly the wisdom of their ancient scriptures, 
he gave the listeners confidence and inspiration to move forward in business and in creating charitable endeavors for 
the uplifting of the downtrodden of the country. Through 200 centers in India, his devotees have built and operate 
schools, hospitals and clinics, nursing homes, retirement homes and training centers for nurses and teachers, as well as 
spiritual training centers.This story of the legacy of one of the most influential persons in the modern history of 
Hinduism is sure to surprise you, amaze you—and inspire you.
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